
After two long, but productive Town Hall 
meetings in October and November, we 
are close to drafting some Norhill Historic 
District remodeling guidelines to submit 
to the Houston Archeological and Historic 
Commission. The HAHC is in the process 
of revising its historic ordinance verbiage to 
make it easier for persons to remodel and/
or expand structures in historic districts, 
and they have invited homeowner groups in 
those areas to recommend guidelines that 
would be helpful and acceptable.

Dozens of Norhill property owners 
have articulated their likes and dislikes at 
the two previous meetings or submitted 
 comments online to our website. We will 
present a summary of those comments at 
the final meeting in our Town Hall series 
on  January 27, and then we will attempt 
to reach  consensus on some remodeling 
guidelines that can be submitted to HAHC.

Eight key remodeling issues were 
discussed at the october and 
november town Hall meetings:

1. traditional Lot Layout – 
 Roughly centered
Should houses in Norhill be roughly 
centered on the lot, with minimum set-
backs in the front, back and sides, and 
room for a driveway and garage on one 
side of the house?

2. maximum size and footprint
Should we determine a maximum house 
size, and a  maximum ground floor foot-
print, and if so, what should it be?

3. second story rear additions
Should we have a guideline for adding 
second floor footage over the original first 
floor structure?

4. Living space over garages
Should we allow second floor living space 
over garages, and should we limit the 
 addition of kitchens and/or bathrooms so 
as to not create a second dwelling?

5. Attached garages
Should we allow garages to be attached to 
the main dwelling on corner lots?

6. corner lots
Should corner lots be treated differently 
than lots within a block? Is it necessary 
to enforce back yard set-backs for corner 
lots if the garage is already on the rear 
property line?

7. Alignment
Should we have more specific criteria for 
vertical and horizontal alignment with 
other houses on the block?

8. Reversibility
Should there be a requirement that new 
 additions be done so that if ever removed, 
the original structure would survive intact?
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January 27 
meeting process

1.  Previously submitted 
comments of 
property owners 
summarized for open 
discussion. (time will 
not allow additional 
comments.)

2.  drafts of guidelines 
prepared by the nna 
board of directors will 
be presented for a 
straw poll.

3.  if the guideline draft 
has strong support, 
a formal vote of 
property owners 
present will be taken.

4.  if no consensus is 
obvious, we will 
discuss ways to 
amend the guideline 
to make it more 
acceptable, and a 
second straw poll will 
be taken.

5.  if the support is 
sufficient, we will 
then ask for a formal 
vote. if not, the 
guideline will be 
set aside and not 
included among our 
recommendations 
to HaHc.

guidelines taking shape at January 27 town hall



We’re lucky to live in Norhill! 
Ever since the Hogg Brothers 
and Stude Family fi rst developed 
our beautiful subdivision in the 
1920s, Norhill has steadily grown 
to be recognized as one of the 
fi nest neighborhoods in Houston. 
Envisioned by our founders as a 
place for craft smen and artisans,
many Norhill bungalows proudly feature the distinc-
tive arts and craft s architecture with cedar siding,
white oak fl ooring and other design features not 
 available in newer houses.

Our two esplanade parks, plus the huge Proctor Plaza 
Park are unmatched by other areas. Th e Proctor Park 
Community Center, originally built in 1939  under 
President Roosevelt and renovated in 1963 makes a
fabulous amenity for people of all ages to enjoy.

All around us, the infrastructure is constantly being 
upgraded. Main Street is now a modern thoroughfare. 

We have good drainage and a recently updated sewer 
system, and soon the City of Houston’s light rail 
system will be within easy walking distance.

Individuals who serve with me on the Norhill 
board know these lifestyle benefi ts are important, 
and we take our stewardship of them seriously. Th e 
challenge is to continuously improve on existing 
conditions while allowing property owners to expand 
and renovate their homes to provide the living space 
needed for growing families.

Th at’s why we have devoted so much time to 
the Town Hall meetings (see front page story) and
develop ment of remodeling guidelines to help our
City historic district professionals manage our growth 
while preserving the Norhill character we love so much.

I hope you’ll join us on January 27, and every other 
last Tuesday of the month, as we continue this on-
going process. Your active participation is strongly 
encouraged and appreciated.

—Mike Clennan
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Nobody knows Norhill better

Bridge club

Book club

Board Games club

Quilting or crocheting club

travel club

fishing trip club

Garden club

Kickball at the park

Men’s or women’s

poker night

Karaoke night

Bible study Group

scrapbooking club

Bowling night

theater night club

Weight Loss support Group

Bingo night at the

community center

Volleyball night at the park

Jogging or Walking Groups

Motorcycle club

chess club

Yoga or aerobics classes

at the community center

Activity corner
Several years ago we formed a bicycle club and
 dinner club. Both of these groups were started by
1 or 2  individuals and have grown to become important 
 activities within Norhill. If you have a special interest 
and would like to join with other Norhill residents, let 
us know and we’ll see if we can match you with other 
 like-minded folks. Send an email to Rayma Stassen
at rstassen@att.net and tell us what your special
interests are.

Here are some possibilities:



 

• New Construction • Renovations  
• Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling • Additions  

• Tile/Wood Floors • Decking • Sheetrock 
• Painting Exterior/ Interior • Garage Apartments 

Call Today for FREE Estimate 

 
713.581.4397

Discover more space 
for your bungalow

www.SaboCustomBuilders.com

Norhill historian sought
We need a volunteer to serve as Historian for the Norhill 
Historic District, which includes the activities of NNA. 
Th is is NOT an NNA board position, so you would be 
spared the  requirement to  attend board meetings.

If we fi nd someone who truly enjoys helping us 
 document the programs and activities of Norhill, that 
person could serve as long as he or she wishes.

Here are some typical responsibilities:

 §  Archive copies of Norhill News

§  clip articles from newspapers and websites
containing stories about Norhill

§  collect photos of Norhill events and prepare
an  album for viewing at NNA meetings

§  Update the Norhill history slide presentation
from time to time

We’re proud of our historical past, and we recognize 
the need to continue capturing that story as each new 
year unfolds. Maybe you could help us do that.

block captains Needed
Are you a spectator or participant in Norhill activities? 
We are looking for about 40 “block captains” to improve 
communications among Norhillians and help maximize 
the results of our social programs and community service 
projects. Each Block Captain would be responsible for 
approximately 20 houses.

Th e Block Captain duties would be developed over 
time, with input from the actual volunteers who agree to 
serve, but here are some possibilities:
 §  invite neighbors to social events and meetings
§   ensure that newsletters, emails and other

communiqués are being received
§  welcome new residents and help them get

acclimated to the area
§   serve as a liaison to the NNA board, bringing 

 concerns and comments from residents
§  identify special interests that need NNA

board attention

If you would be willing to serve as a Block  Captain,
or if you would be willing to help recruit others to 
serve in that capacity, please email Mike Clennan at
mgclennan@gmail.com.

HcAD property value
information February 24
Norhill Neighborhood Association will be hosting
Roland Altinger, Deputy Chief Appraiser for the Harris
County Appraisal District (HCAD) at its February 24
general membership meeting to help residents understand 
the property tax system and the exemptions available to 
property owners. Th e meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 24 at the Proctor Plaza Community
Center at 803 West Temple Street.

Mr. Altinger will explain the property tax calendar, the 
responsibilities of appraisal districts and how property
values are determined in order to help residents understand 
the property tax system. Also discussed will be the various 
types of exemptions that are available, how exemptions can 
help reduce the tax burden and the various options – such 
as iFile and iSettle, meeting with an appraiser or having a 
hearing before the Appraisal Review Board – available to 
property owners in Harris County who want to protest the 
value of their property.

Aft er the presentation, Mr. Altinger and other HCAD 
representatives will be available for a short question and
answer session.
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We are pleased to recognize these Norhill Yard of the Month recipients. Thanks for helping keep Norhill beautiful!

submitted by linda Marx (713-503-0424)

December: Dot and Ray Romaine, 819 Pizer January: Kacey and Jarred Knox, 1007 West Melwood

§  Jan. 27 nna Monthly Meeting “remodeling Guidelines” 
 Proctor Park community center at 6:30 p.m.

§  Feb. 6 first friday Happy Hour – rayma stassen, 1024 W. cottage

§  Feb. 8 norhill Bicycle club monthly ride

§  Feb. 24 nna Monthly Meeting “Hcad Property Value information” 
 Proctor Park community center at 6:30 p.m.

§  mar. 6 first friday Happy Hour – Kathy Brown, 916 W. temple
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